
35th Congress, 
2d Session. 

SENATE. Ex. Doc- 
No. 12. 

REPORT 

OF THE 

SECRETARY OF WAR, 
IN ANSWER TO 

A resolution of the Senate, relative to the appropriation of land in the 
harbor of New York for the use of the revenue department. 

January 7, 1859.—Read and ordered to lie on the table. Motion to print referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

January 12, 1859.—Report in favor of printing the usual number. 

January 14, 1859.—Considered and agreed to. 

War Department, January 4, 1859. 
Sir: In reply to a resolution of the Senate of the 21st ultimo, re¬ 

questing the Secretary of War “to communicate to that body whether, 
from any information now in his department or which can be obtained, 
there is, in his opinion, now belonging to the United States, any land 
in the harbor of New York or its vicinity which can properly be ap¬ 
propriated to the use of the revenue department, in case the same 
should be required for such purpose,”’ I have the honor to transmit 
a report from the Engineer Bureau which gives the views of this de¬ 
partment. on the subject, and is believed to furnish the information 
desired. 

Very respectfullv, your obedient servant, 
JOHN B. FLOYD, 

Hon. J. C. Breckinridge, 
President of the Senate. 

Secretary of War. 

Engineer Department, 
Washington, December 24, 1858. 

Sir : The resolution in the Senate of the United States of the 21st 
of December, 1858, requesting the Secretary of War to communicate 
to that body whether any land in the harbor of New York or its 
vicinity, belonging to the United States, can properly be appro¬ 
priated to the use of the revenue department, which has been referred 



& LAND FOR USE OF REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 

to this department for a report thereon, is received, and I have the 
honor to state that there are no public lands in the immediate harbor 
of New York which could properly be appropriated for other than 
military purposes as sites for fortifications. 

The extent of the public domain at Sandy Hook, New Jersey, 
might perhaps admit of a small portion on the south end of the neck 
to be appropriated for such a purpose in case of necessity. 

The resolution of the Senate is returned herewith. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

R. E. DE RUSSY, 
Lieutenant Colonel Engineers, Commanding. 

Hon. John B. Floyd, 
Secretary of War. 
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